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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

States. 

2. Claims 1-5,15,16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tomita et al. Tomita et al discloses a scanning apparatus for cross-sectional inspection 
equipment which includes a base (11), main posts vertically mounted on the base, (1 1 , 
figure 1), a ring frame tiltably supported by the two main posts (Column 2 lines 41-50), a 
rotation ring rotatably supported by the ring frame; (figure 1 ,3), an x-ray tube (71 ) 
mounted on the rotation ring, an x-ray detector (73) mounted on the rotation ring 
opposing to the x-ray tube (figure 3), and props abutting on the main posts obliquely to 
reinforce the main posts, (figure 3) The props are arranged between the two main 
posts (figure 3), the base comprises outside frames, inside frames, cross bars inside the 
frame, and props that are connected between the cross bars and the main posts (figure 
3), a gantry wherein the main posts are provided with one prop (figure 1), and where the 
props are mounted on a central portion of the base (figure 1). 

Tomita et al also discloses a gantry which further comprises electric members 
including a power source unit for generating drive power (30,34) to rotate the rotation 
ring and tilt the ring frame, a scan control unit for controlling a rotating operation of the 
rotation ring and a detecting operation of the x-ray detector, a transmission unit for 
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externally outputting a signal detected by the x-ray detector, the electric members being 
arranged in spaces defined by the base, the main posts and the props. (Column 3 lines 
3-46). 

Tomlta et al also discloses triangle-like blocks for reinforcing the main posts, 
(figure 2) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the > time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tomita et al. Tomita et al's teachings are as shown above. 

Tomita et al fails to disclose each of the main posts provided by two props. It 
would be obvious to one skilled in the art to utilize a variety of prop support 
configurations, including but not inclusive of multiple props, inverted V shapes, and 
multiple angle variations, some of which are described in the additional art supplied in 
the references. 

One would be motivated to utilize any of these selections as appropriate by 
design choice. As long as adequate support is provided to the computed tomography 
system to minimize damping and extraneous movement, location and style of support 
are not critical to scanning capability of the system. 
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Conclusion 

5 Th ep ri ora rtm adeo f reco r dan d no,rer le auponisconside re dpa rti nent t o 
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Anylnq uiry concerning this conjunction or earlier communications from 

306-543, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00. 
Alternating Fridays. 

lfatt ernp t s t oreach t hee X a mi her b y t e l ephoneareuns U cces Sf uUheexan 11 ners 

u ^^70-^05-3492 The fax phone numbers 
supe^isor, Robert Km can be reached on (703,-305 

for the organs where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)-3O8- 
738 2,or regular —cations and (7 03)-308-7722 for After Final co mm unicat,ons. 
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proceed s h ou, d » d~d - ft. «P*~ whose «e te p h one — is ,703)- 
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